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ProPopulus is…

Our commitment
✔

To raise awareness about
the importance and
sustainability of poplar
plantations.

✔

To be a key agent in the
change towards a more
responsible relationship
with our planet.

✔

A European association
gathering growers, companies,
and organisations that belong
to the poplar chain. We are
committed to promoting a
bioeconomy that defends
the need to substitute nonrenewable resources with
poplar-based alternatives
obtained from sustainably
managed forests and
plantations.
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To foster ideas and
initiatives to promote a
sustainable use of poplar
based on the normative.

Members
Born in 2008, the association's
current members are:
• Aefcon (Spain)
• Chambre du Peuplier
(France)
• Federlegno Arredo (Italy)
• Confédération Belge Du Bois
(Belgium)
• UIPC (France)
• Derula (Hungary)
• U Gent (Belgium)

Our challenge
✔

To position poplar as a
sustainable and renewable
raw material alternative.

✔

To raise awareness about
climate change and
bioeconomy.

✔

To help building a society
more responsible with the
only home we know, the
Earth.

✔

To promote sustainable
forest management.

We aim to gather
understanding
to help Nature,
developing a
society based
on moderation,
intelligence,
sharing and healthy
environments,
without
compromising
the future.
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Popular since
ancient times

Did you know?
Poplar comes from the
Latin word «Populus», that
means people. Poplars were
planted around the places
where the Romans gathered.
Populiculture is poplar
cultivation.
Poplar has been used in
Europe since ancient times
and there is historic evidence
showing that native poplars
in the Po Valley were heavily
exploited in Roman times.
Today, poplar plantations
in Europe are concentrated
in Spain, Hungary, Italy, and
France.
France is the first country in
Europe in the production of
poplar wood and the poplar
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industry generates 12,000
direct local jobs and as many
indirect ones.
In Italy poplar stands
(46,000 hectares), account
for less than 1% of the total
forest area but for 40%
of domestically produced
industrial roundwood.
In Spain, poplar plantations
are located mainly in the
region of Castilla and Leon
(65%) and in the Ebro basin
(20%).
In Hungary, the total forest
area is about 109,300
hectares, but short rotation
plantations for industrial
purposes account only for
4.5% (5,000 hectares).

Production-oriented poplar
forests and plantations (ha)

France

212,000

Spain

81,000

Italy

46,000

Belgium

35,000

Serbia

32,000

Germany

12,500

Romania

8,000

Greece

7,500

Poland

7,500

Hungary

5,000

Sweden

4,000
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Good for the planet
Poplar is a short rotation species.
From planting to harvesting,
the poplar cycle is
and as all fast-growing trees, it has
an excellent capacity to purify the air
by capturing CO2.
They can be planted on otherwise
useless land, thus optimizing land
use, and increasing timber supply
with a renewable source
of raw material.

O2

12 to 15 years,

One ton of CO2 is equivalent
to the average carbon dioxide
emissions of one passenger
on a one-way trip from

Paris to New York.
So, in one year, a hectare of poplar
would capture the CO2 equivalent
to
traveling
from Paris to New York.

11 people

soccer field

A poplar grove equivalent to a
absorbs the same amount of CO2 than that produced
by
performing 12,500 km a year, each.

32 cars
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CO2

One hectare
of poplars provides
enough
for

oxygen

142 people.
Poplars function as

green filters

for soil and water masses.
Poplar trees can capture up to

70-90%

of nitrates and have a nitrate
absorption capacity

16 times higher

than that of a meadow.
They also can absorb
significant percentages of
the nitrates and phosphates
present in the soil.
Poplars in plantations and
managed forests are not
genetically modified trees, but
cultivated trees

bred, planted, and
grown in the most efficient

way, like crops in agriculture.
Every cut poplar is

replanted.
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A versatile wood

Poplar wood is
impressively strong
and offers optimum
mechanical properties.

Poplar added value
products include plywood,
OSB, I-Joist, timber truss,
CLT, LVL and engineered
wood structural beams
for construction.

The versatility of
poplar allows for many
industrial transformation
options, from biomass
and plywood to building
structural frames,
for instance.
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Poplar is rich in salicin,
an anti-inflammatory
agent found in the bark,
as well as in poplar
leaves, which has led
to a recent patent to
synthesize paracetamol
from a molecule found
on the lignin from
poplar trees.

Poplar wood is used
to make matches, but
not only… Poplar based
products are in our daily
lives in the form of light
packaging such as crates
or cheese boxes and in
our homes as plywood
panels for construction,
caravans or boats, as well
as furniture. It is also used
to make transport pallets,
panelling, cladding, skimo
sticks or paper.
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Curiosities

Poplars have inspired many
painters along History, like
Cézanne, Gauguin, Klimt,
Pissarro or Van Gogh.
Claude Monet dedicated
these trees a series of 23
paintings titled Poplars.
In the 16th Century many
painters casted their works
on poplar boards. The most
famous of them all is La
Gioconda, by Leonardo Da
Vinci.
The Greek physician
Pedanius Dioscorides,
(born c. AD 40, Anazarbus,
Cilicia—died c. 90) wrote
about the use of poplar in the
treatment of gout in his work
De materia medica, the most
important pharmacological
text for 16 centuries.

The Poplars at Saint-Rémy (1889) by Vincent Van Gogh
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The English physician
and apothecary Nicholas
Culpeper (1616-1654),
and the Swedish naturalist
and botanist Carl von
Linné (1707-1778), wrote
extensively on the medicinal
properties of poplar and
its uses in the treatment of
various illnesses, from ear
pain to dysentery, burns and
arthritic pain.

The large poplar tree II-Coming storm
(1880) by Gustav Klimt

The oldest living being is a
poplar colony located in Utah
(USA). Its name is Pando, it is
over 80,000 years old, and it
weights around 6,000 tonnes!
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Poplar industrial
applications
✔ Cosmetology, mulches,
other uses

Chipping

✔ Energy wood
✔ Industrial wood (paper,
particle board)

✔ Paneling, interior design,
bedding

Sawing

✔ Pallets
✔ Construction

✔ Light weight
✔ Wooden

Peeling

✔ Packaging
✔ Plywood

Added
value poplar
engineered
wood products
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POPLAR
EWP

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

Plywood
OSB
I-joist
Timber truss
CLT
LVL

Plywood

Poplar is the main species
used in the production of
plywood in several European
countries like Spain, France,
Italy and Hungary. Poplar
plywood has applications in:
• decoration
• furniture
• campervans
• trains
• yachts and boats, where
poplar plywood is used for
interiors and furnishing.

Packaging

Poplar wood is used to
make robust and lightweight
packaging. Most of the
poplar packaging is made
of poplar plywood. In Spain
near half of the poplar
plywood production goes
to packaging. In France
some packaging for fruits
and vegetables are made of
unrolling poplar wood as well
as some cheese packaging.

•
•
•
•

naturally bactericidal
natural
moisture resistant
promotes the good
preservation of fruits,
vegetables, seafood, etc.
• always perfect for cheese
and wine.

Biomass

Poplar short rotation
coppices (2 years) are a
perfect source of biomass.

Medicine

Poplar wood is used to make
medical tools, and recently
a method to synthesize
paracetamol from a molecule
found on the lignin from
poplar trees has been
patented.

Construction

New engineered wood from
poplar has been successfully
developed for structural
purposes.

Perfectly suitable for food
contact:
• remarkable hygienic
qualities
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Poplar, a tree aligned
with SDGs 2030
Populiculture fully aligns with the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), but is specially linked to SDGs
number 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13 and 15.
Ensure healthy lives and promote
well-being for all, at all ages.

Poplars act as air filters against pollutants
and offer recreational and landscape value.

Clean water and sanitation.

Poplars act as green filters protecting
water masses.

Affordable and clean energy.

Poplar is an important and renewable
source of biomass.

Decent work and economic growth.
Populiculture creates rural and industrial
employment, generating economic growth
for rural areas.
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Industries, innovation 		
and infrastructure.

The versatility of poplar wood allows
for many industrial transformation options.

Responsible consumption and production.
Poplar is a short rotation crop that generates
local, renewable raw.materials that can
help substitute non-renewable fossil-based
materials like plastic for packaging.

Climate action.

Poplar groves act as a carbon sinks.
One hectare of poplar captures 11 tons
of CO2 every year.

Life on land.

Poplar groves help preserve biodiversity
serving as nesting sites and ecological
corridors facilitating the movement
of species.
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Members:

Sponsors:

info@propopulus.eu

Twitter

www.propopulus.eu

Facebook

Linkedin
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