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PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE
About Propopulus
ProPopulus is a European association gathering
growers, companies, and organisations that
belong to the poplar chain. We are committed
to promoting a bioeconomy that defends the
need to substitute non-renewable resources
with poplar-based alternatives obtained from
sustainably managed forests and plantations.
ProPopulus defends a profitable and
ecologically sound land-use systems,
promoting poplar as a valuable source of raw
material. Thus, we aim to raise awareness
among society about the benefits of poplar
cultivation, and how the wood industry, as
a whole, plays a key role in sustainability by
responsibly guaranteeing the production of
more renewable resources in the future, by
reducing at the same time, our dependence on
unsustainable resources.
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Unless
humankind
develops a more
sustainable
and healthy
society based
on moderation,
intelligence and
responsibility,
our future is
compromised.
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PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE
Supporters, members, and sponsors
Born in 2008, the association’s current members are:
Aefcon (Spain); Chambre du Peuplier (France); IUPC (France); Federlegno Arredo (Italy);
Confédération Belge Du Bois (Belgium); Derula (Hungary) and U Gent (Belgium).
By principle, we are open-minded, responsible, and reliable partners and collaborators
that do no harm to Nature while helping society face the sustainability challenge.

Our goal

Our commitment

Our challenge

To gather
understanding to help
Nature, developing
a society based
on moderation,
intelligence,
sharing and healthy
environments, without
compromising the
future.

• To raise awareness about the
importance and sustainability
of poplar plantations.
• To be a key agent in the change
towards a more responsible
relationship with our planet.
• To foster ideas and initiatives
to promote a sustainable use
of poplar based on current
regulations.

• To position poplar as a
sustainable and renewable raw
material alternative.
• To raise awareness about
climate change and bioeconomy.
• To help build a society more
responsible with the only home
we know, the Earth.
• To promote sustainable forest
management.

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

|5

2
PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

POPLAR,
THE TREE FOR
THE 21 ST CENTURY

|6

2

POPLAR, THE TREE FOR THE 21 ST CENTURY
Poplar has always been a constituent
element of the European landscapes. Historic
evidence shows that native poplars in the
Po Valley were heavily exploited in Roman
times (1). Today, poplar plantations in Europe
concentrate in, Spain, Hungary, Italy, and
France, the European country with the largest
concentration of poplar plantations (2).
Poplar rapid growth cycle, the technological
characteristics of its wood and its unique
environmental advantages make it a
sustainable raw material, adapted to current
needs and the challenges of tomorrow (3).

Poplar, a renewable,
recyclable, reusable
source of raw
material.
PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

✔ Cosmetology, mulches,
other uses

Chipping

✔ Energy wood
✔ Industrial wood (paper,
particle board)

✔ Paneling, interior design,
bedding

Sawing

✔ Pallets
✔ Construction

✔ Light weight
✔ Wooden

Peeling

✔ Packaging
✔ Plywood

Added
value poplar
engineered
wood products

POPLAR
EWP

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

Plywood
OSB
I-joist
Timber truss
CLT
LVL
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POPLAR, THE TREE FOR THE 21 ST CENTURY
Map of the main areas of production-oriented poplar forests
and plantations in Europe
Production-oriented poplar
forests and plantations (ha)

France

212,000

Spain

81,000

Italy

46,000

Belgium

35,000

Serbia

32,000

Germany

12,500

Romania

8,000

Greece

7,500

Poland

7,500

Hungary

5,000

Sweden

4,000

(Source: FAO, EPF, Tragsatec)

Did you know that?

An exceptional material

✔ France is the first country in Europe in the production of poplar
wood and the poplar industry generates 12,000 direct local jobs
that cannot be relocated and as many indirect ones.

✔ Poplar wood has unique qualities: it is highly resistant,
very light and easy to work with.

✔ In Italy poplar stands at 46,000 hectares and accounts for less
than 1% of the total forest area but for 40% of domestically
produced industrial roundwood.
✔ In Spain, poplar plantations are located mainly in the region
of Castilla and Leon (65%) and in the Ebro basin (20%).
PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

✔ Poplar trees act as green filters and can hold up to 70%
to 90% of nitrates and 75% of sediments.
✔ Poplar plantations and forests act as carbon sinks as
one hectare of poplar captures on average 11 tons of CO2
every year.
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POPLAR, THE TREE FOR THE 21 ST CENTURY
Poplar is a short rotation
species
From planting to harvesting, the poplar
cycle is 12 to 15 years, and as all fastgrowing trees, it has an excellent capacity
to purify the air by capturing CO2.
They can be planted on otherwise
useless land, thus optimizing land use
and increasing timber supply with a
renewable source of raw material, all of
which makes it a sound investment.

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND
LANDSCAPE BENEFITS
FROM POPLAR
PLANTATIONS
AND FORESTS
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND LANDSCAPE BENEFITS
FROM POPLAR PLANTATIONS AND FORESTS
Poplar trees constitute a fundamental part of the
European landscape, and although there is historic
evidence of their exploitation since ancient times,
it wasn’t until the late 18th Century that poplar
groves became a proper cultivation for extraction
of timber.
Poplar plantations and forests can regulate and
reduce surface runoff, as well as fix sediments
and other contaminants from soils or crops.
Their capacity to protect bodies of water is also
remarkable. Their roots improve the infiltration
in flood areas, producing an effect that helps to
reduce the negative impacts of the floods of rivers.

Poplar groves and forests also contribute to the
preservation of biodiversity as beneath them,
megaphorbias (giant herbs species) such
as guinea fowl fritillaria or other
rare plants thrive. Also, some
poplar groves and forests
host heronries, and others
whose shrub layer
when fully grown, hosts
a particular fauna (5).

Poplar plantations and forests are commonly used
for phytoremediation, that is the “use of plants
for in situ remediation of soils, sludge sediments
and contaminated watertable waters through
elimination, degradation or confinement” (4).

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND LANDSCAPE BENEFITS
FROM POPLAR PLANTATIONS AND FORESTS
And as all fast-growing trees, poplar
possess an excellent capacity to
purify the air by capturing CO2 and
storing it in the biomass of the trees.
In one year, a hectare of poplar can
capture 11 tons of CO2. But what does
that mean? Well, one ton of CO2 is
the equivalent to the average carbon
dioxide emissions of one passenger
on a one-way trip from Paris to New
York (6).
So, in one year a hectare of poplar
would capture the CO2 equivalent
to 11 people travelling from Paris to
New York and back. What is more, the
carbon dioxide contained in the grown
trees remains stored in the logs and
in the products made from them until
the end of their useful life.

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

y

Biodiversity

Poplar

Absorption

Fast growing species

3

Green filter

Fertilizer absortion

Water purification
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND LANDSCAPE BENEFITS
FROM POPLAR PLANTATIONS AND FORESTS
Environmental benefits

Did you know that?

• Poplar trees purify water as they act as green
filters absorbing nitrates and sediments.
• Poplar trees combine well with agroforestry and
can also be planted in otherwise useless lands
thus optimizing land use.
• The existence of poplar plantations and forests
in the surroundings of riverbanks means that
they are used by the local fauna as ecological
corridors for their dispersion.
• Poplar does not play a particularly eutrophying
or acidifying role: its influence is similar to that
of other deciduous riparian species.

• A poplar plantation requires the same amount of
water as a cornfield, a meadow or an oak forest of
the same dimension.
• Poplar plantations in Europe are sustainably
managed. Many of them have the PEFC or FSC
certification ensuring respect of good forest
practices, but not having the certificate does not
imply unsustainable practices.
• Within the European Union there are different
criteria regarding Populiculture: in some countries,
such as Italy, it is considered as agriculture, and in
others, like France, it is considered as forestry.
• A forest crop, such as poplar, maintains a social
and ecological structure that protects the future
of the forests by having an economic function and
a population aware of their environment and their
needs.
• In Europe, the area planted with poplars has been
shrinking for more than 20 years.

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND LANDSCAPE BENEFITS
FROM POPLAR PLANTATIONS AND FORESTS
A source of inspiration
As a constituent part of the European landscape, poplars
have inspired many painters along History, like Cézanne,
Gauguin, Klimt, Pissarro or Van Gogh. Claude Monet
dedicated these trees a series of 23 paintings titled
Poplars. Also, many paintings in the 16th Century were
painted on poplar boards, the most famous of all is The
Mona Lisa, by Leonardo Da Vinci.

The large poplar tree II-Coming storm
(1880) by Gustav Klimt

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

Poplars - Autumn
(1891) by Claude Monet

The Poplars at Saint-Rémy
(1889) by Vincent Van Gogh
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POPULICULTURE ALIGNS WITH SDGS 2030
In 2015, the United Nations approved the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development,
that included 17 Sustainable Development Goals, the blueprint for achieving a sustainable future
for all. Populiculture for land use is completely aligned with these goals, but specially linked
to SDG numbers 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13 and 15.
Ensure healthy lives and promote
well-being for all, at all ages.

Poplars act as air filters against pollutants
and offer recreational and landscape value.

Clean water and sanitation.

Industries, innovation and infrastructure.
The versatility of poplar wood allows
for many industrial transformation options.

Responsible consumption and production.

Poplars act as green filters protecting
water masses.

Poplar is a short rotation crop that generates local,
renewable raw.materials that can help substitute
non-renewable fossil-based materials like plastic
for packaging.

Affordable and clean energy.

Climate action.

Decent work and economic growth.

Life on land.

Poplar is an important and renewable
source of biomass.

Populiculture creates rural and industrial
employment, generating economic growth
for rural areas.

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

Poplar groves act as a carbon sinks. One hectare
of poplar captures 11 tons of CO2 every year.

Poplar groves help preserve biodiversity serving
as nesting sites and ecological corridors
facilitating the movement of species.
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POPLAR WOOD INDUSTRIAL APPLICATIONS
In recent years, the growing
demand of wood and
wood-based products has
stimulated an increasing
interest in poplar cultivation
due, among other reasons,
to its fast-growing
cycle and its versatility
for industrial uses. In
addition, poplar wood
from sustainably managed
plantations and forests is a
suitable substitute of less
sustainable materials such
as single-use plastic.

Applications
Plywood

Poplar is the main species used in the
production of plywood in several European
countries like Spain, France, Italy and Hungary.
Poplar plywood can be used in the fields of:
• decoration and furniture
• campervans
• trains
• yachts and boats where it is used for
interiors and furnishing

Packaging

Poplar wood is used to make robust and
lightweight packaging. Most of the poplar
packaging is made of poplar plywood. In Spain
near half of the poplar plywood production
goes to packaging. In France some packaging
for fruits and vegetables are made of
unrolling poplar wood as well as some cheese
packaging.
Perfectly suitable for food contact:
• remarkable hygienic qualities
• naturally bactericidal
• natural
• moisture resistant
• promotes the good preservation of fruits,
vegetables, seafood, etc.
• always perfect for cheese and wine

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

Biomass

Biomass constitutes one of the biological
resources from which it is possible to develop
the bioeconomy as a way of facing the
challenges associated with climate change.
Poplar short rotation coppices (2 years) are a
perfect source of biomass.

Medicine

Poplar wood is used to make medical tools,
and recently a team of researchers led by the
biochemistry professor John Ralph PhD’82,
based in the Great Lakes Bioenergy Research
Center (GLBRC), in Wisconsin (USA), has been
awarded a patent for a method to synthesize
paracetamol from a molecule found on the
lignin from poplar trees.

Construction

Until now the main applications of poplar
wood from sustainable plantations and
forests in the building industry were mainly
restricted to non-structural purposes.
Recently new engineered wood from
poplar has been successfully developed
for structural purposes, offering a great
opportunity to develop new transformation
processes and applications for poplar wood.
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BUILDING WITH WOOD, A WAY TO HELP TACKLING
CLIMATE CHANGE
Switching to wood on a wide scale as primary
construction material for buildings in Europe
could sequester 420 million tons of carbon
dioxide over the next 20 years –the equivalent of
emissions from 108 coal plants–, according to
a study on the carbon storage potential of new
European buildings between 2020 and 2040,
published on IOPscience.
Europe is opting for wood for construction
purposes and high-rise buildings in Crosslaminated timber (CLT) is popping up across the
continent. On the other hand, Build in Wood, a
European funded Horizon 2020 project, aims at
drastically increasing the proportion of timber
construction within the EU, offering “high-quality,
affordable and environmentally friendly housing”
and making timber construction a new standard.

“Every cubic meter
of wood used as a
substitute for other
building materials
reduces CO2 emissions
to the atmosphere by an
average of 1.1 tons CO2.
If this is added to the
0.9 tons of CO2 stored in
wood, each cubic meter
of wood saves a total of
2 tons CO2.”
(3)

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE
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BUILDING WITH WOOD, A WAY TO HELP TACKLING
CLIMATE CHANGE
Building with poplar
Two Mediterranean countries, Italy and Spain,
are at the forefront of using poplar for the
construction industry in Europe.
In Italy, the PoplyHouse system, that uses poplar
plywood for the design and construction of entire
buildings, as well as for housing structures, and
interior and exterior designs, was awarded the
2021 Sustainability Award of the Agency for
Energy and Sustainable Development (Agenzia
per l’Energia e lo Sviluppo Sostenibile).
In Spain, a demonstration building with structural
laminated poplar wood elements, will be built in
the province of Granada. This building, the first
of these characteristics in Spain, is part of the
LIFE Wood for Future project, which has obtained
funding from the European Union’s LIFE Program.

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

The building forecast to be raised in Granada
will use wood from the Fuente Vaqueros poplar
grove.
The long glued laminated poplar-based beams
with embedded carbon fibre fabrics between
wooden boards that will be used in the project
have been successfully developed by the
IDIE Group (Research and Development in
Building Engineering) and the Departments of
Architectural Constructions, Applied Physics
and Mechanical Structures of ETS Building
Engineering of the University of Granada, within
the framework of the activities of the COMPOP
Timber Project.
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BENEFITS OF USING POPLAR PLYWOOD
IN CONSTRUCTION
Poplar plywood offers benefits to reduce building
life cycle balance and costs. Poplar plywood is
highly demanded in the construction and interior
design industries. Architects and builders around
the world appreciate its mechanical properties
and the fact that it is very easy to work with. In
addition, poplar is a renewable material with a net
positive carbon footprint.
• Wood, panels, and especially plywood are multiperforming and good quality/price ratio building
materials for structural, indoor, or outdoor uses.
• Plywood is very easy to install and has a very
good mechanical resistance/weight ratio, which
leads to less water and energy consumption for
construction.
• Plywood is recommended for modular
construction and design. As it can easily be
disassembled, the wood can be reused several

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

times. As plywood is easy to maintain, it may
support several renovations.
• Some European companies offer poplar
sandwich panels that can be used for lightframe construction solutions. These products
have both mechanical, insulation, and
decorative properties and have a much better
carbon footprint than alternative materials.
• At the end of its life cycle, plywood can be
recycled or used for energy.
• Poplar plywood is produced locally in multiple
sites across Europe, reducing the carbon
footprint when transporting the product.
• The poplar supply chain has also built other
crosswise economies like packaging, paper,
or energy.
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FORESTS & PLANTATION FORESTS
Developing an innovative, sustainable
bioeconomy is one of Europe’s key strategies
in the global quest of tackling climate change
and complying with the UN’s SDGs. Within this
big scheme European forestry is expected to be
playing a major role by providing raw materials
and services. In fact, Europe plantation forestry
already plays a significant role in meeting
environmental, economic and climate needs.
However, further investments could enhance
these contributions.

But what is the real description 		
of a plantation forest?
According to the definition adopted by FAO in its
ongoing Global Forest Resource Assessment,
applied to the European context, plantation
forests would be those “predominantly composed
of trees established through planting and/or

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

deliberate seeding and which are being actively
managed for provisioning services, climate
regulation or both. Forests established only by
natural regeneration, planted forests that are
left unmanaged, and forests that are managed
mainly for purposes other than provisioning
services and climate regulation are not
considered plantation forests”.
Therefore, this definition excludes the extensive
areas of semi-natural and natural woodland in
Europe which may have been planted but which
now have little or no management. In Europe,
in the late 1800s and 1900s a significant
proportion of forests were planted to supply
timber and to protect soil, but now those areas
are not being sustainably managed, if managed
at all.
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FORESTS & PLANTATION FORESTS
Often, plantations forests are focused on
wood production, but they can have a positive
environmental impact, i.e. providing ecosystem
services or having a mitigating effect on global
warming. Trees are long-lived and slow growing,
and the final harvest of plantation forests usually
occurs several years after establishment, but
there are short rotation species such as poplars
that can be harvested after a 15-year period, once
the tree has reached maturity.

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

According to EFI’s publication Plantation forests
in Europe: challenges and opportunities: “In
many regions, land-use mosaics incorporating
forest plantations are highly effective in
enhancing ecological integrity and in tackling
climate and environmental challenges. Forest
plantations are often a significant component
of landscape-scale restoration and can bring
degraded land back into production and
improve the provision of ecosystem services.
If managed well, forest plantations have the
potential to sustainably supply a substantial
proportion of the goods and services required
by society, and therefore allow other forest
areas to be managed for conservation and
protection objectives”.
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SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT
We are bound to think about how to be more
efficient in the production of timber as raw
material.
Firstly, natural forests must be managed to
harvest the trees at the right age and in the
best conditions, replant them adequately, and,
in general, protect the plants and animals to
preserve the ecosystem.
Plantation forests, on the other hand, are an
unharmful way of providing more resources
naturally helping at the same time to take
the stress off natural forests to provide raw
material. We could say that plantations help
nature be more productive while providing the
economy with a valuable material that is natural,
renewable, sustainable, reusable, recyclable and
inexhaustible: wood.

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

What is SFM?
Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) is
the management of forests according to
the principles of sustainable development.
Sustainable forest management must keep the
balance between three main pillars: ecological,
economic, and socio-cultural.
Successfully achieving sustainable forest
management will provide integrated benefits to
everybody, from safeguarding local livelihoods
to protecting biodiversity and ecosystems
provided by forests, reducing rural poverty,
and mitigating some of the effects of climate
change.
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SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT
Sustainable Forest Management pursue three
objectives:
• To ensure the persistence and stability of the
forest
• To maximize its uses (economically quantifiable
or not)
• To organize its sustainable yield.
Two main tools to carry out this objective are:
The management of forests (where and when to
intervene) and forestry (how to intervene and with
what methods).

Certification
Forest certification provides evidence of
sustainable forest management. It enables
growers, forest owners and managers to
demonstrate that they apply sustainable
practices. Thus, forest certification provides
a mechanism to promote the sustainable
PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

management of forests ensuring that the woodbased products that reach the market come
from wood sourced from sustainably managed
forests.
The chain of custody certification tracks forestbased products from sustainable sources to
the final product demonstrating that the whole
supply chain is monitored through independent
auditing to ensure that unsustainable sources
are excluded.

“Sustainably managed
forests allow us to
obtain wood-based
products sourced from
trees harvested at the
right age.”
| 29
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BIOECONOMY
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Moving towards a green circular bioeconomy
is no longer an option but an obligation to help
people and the planet tackle global challenges,
stretching from climate change to pandemics.
In this context a forest bioeconomy has a key
role to play. A forest bioeconomy is based on the
production and transformation of wood, so that
the entire renewable resource is used. It is also
a source of direct and indirect employment in
the whole value chain. Enhancing innovation is
undoubtedly the road to competitive advantages
and improved financial performance.

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

Unlocking wood potential
So often trees from sustainably managed
woods and plantations are seen only as
sources of biomass, timber, firewood, wood
blocks, chipper stock, wood chips, sawdust,
wood cellulose and the like.
However, recently there are many projects
going on to unlock the potential hidden in wood,
such as the ones conducted by the Natural
Resources Institute Finland (Luke), to make
the most of tree bark, since it contains antimicrobial and antioxidant compounds which
can be used as preservatives and ingredients
to enhance the taste of food products. It also
can also provide raw materials for industrial
applications like adhesives and insulating
materials and can even help in removing
impurities.
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This is just an example of the many innovations
that are being researched and developed. The
company Stora Enso is building a plant to produce
a renewable bio-based carbon to replace synthetic
graphite, a non-renewable material used in
batteries. The new bio-based graphite is made of
lignin, the second most common macromolecule
after cellulose found in nature, and it makes up for
a third of the composition of wood.
Also, wood plastic composites (WPCs) that
combine plastic and cellulose fibres allow using
recycled plastic bags and wood residues. There
are many forest-based innovative solutions
that contribute enormously to a new circular
bioeconomy. But there is still much to be done.

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

Current scenario
The European Union has taken a strategic turn
towards bioeconomy which has influenced
the research and development orientation,
prioritizing bioeconomy related research
and activities, most of it oriented toward
renewable biomass. That leaves a huge room
for further research on innovation and product
development in need of investment and
support.
To reach the objective of a circular bioeconomy
we must create an enabling regulatory
framework, bring purposeful innovation to
the investment and political agenda, and
ensure access to finance to enhance a risktaking capacity that helps a forestry-based
bioeconomy to flourish.
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POPLAR IN A CIRCULAR BIOECONOMY
Poplars in plantations and managed forests are
not genetically modified trees, but cultivated trees
nursed, planted, and grown in the most efficient
way, like crops in agriculture. Every cut poplar is
replanted, while in unmanaged forests there is
no cutting nor replanting and the forest becomes
abandoned land.
Understanding that the environmental
requirements towards the conservation of forest
areas do not exclude a responsible productive
activity is, therefore, crucial.

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

In this context, poplar groves, understood
as rapid-growth cultivated forests, stimulate
the development of an economy based on
the processing and use of its wood. This
poplar economy is strategic for sustainable
development and the circular bioeconomy due
to the environmental value of poplar managed
forests and plantations and the recyclable
nature of wood-based products.
Thus, the poplar economy can significantly
contribute to the ecological transition sought by
the European Union, especially as it encourages
the development of an integrated timber
industry of fast-growing tree crops, as part of a
future bioeconomy.
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POPLAR IN A CIRCULAR BIOECONOMY
Poplar wood in a circular bioeconomy
A circular bioeconomy means changing the current linear production and consumption model of producing,
using and discarding, to a circular one of production, usage, reusing and recycling.
Valorization of residues

Production of certified wood-based products,
biomaterials and engineered wood
TRACEABILITY:

11

• Raw material from sustainably
managed poplar woods and
plantations go to the transformation
industry.
• Poplar woods and plantations
generate jobs and fixate population
in rural areas.
Poplar wood from certified
woods and plantations

Reusing and recycling
• Once they have reached the end of
their useful life cycle, wood-based
products can be transformed into other
consumption goods or used for energy.

PROPOPULUS. THE EUROPEAN POPLAR INITIATIVE

• Residues from poplar woods and
plantations can be used in the production
of biofuels.
• Residues from the transformation industry
can be used as a source of energy.

Certification empowers
consumers and companies
to choose sustainably
sourced products enabling
sustainability and promoting
sustainable forest
management

Consumption of wood-based
products
• By using wood-based products
we contribute to mitigate climate
change since they store CO2 until
the end of their life cycle.
A poplar plantation equivalent
to a football field absorbs the
same amount of CO2 than that
produced by 32 cars that each
travel 12,500 km a year.
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THE POPLAR CHAIN HAS A KEY ROLE TO PLAY
As awareness about climate change, ocean
pollution and the need to turn towards a
bioeconomy rises, sustainability has become
mainstream. But still there is a lot of work to be
done and the poplar chain has a key role to play in
helping society understand the benefits of poplar,
sustainable plantations, and managed forests in
the construction of a greener society.
Europe can take advantage of poplar plantations
and boost them by developing some policies that
will make the number of plantations to increase.
Those policies should focus on:
• Promoting plantations and active forest
management that captures carbon, protects our
rivers and biodiversity, creates jobs in shrinking
rural areas of Europe and supports the European
industry.
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• Avoiding unnecessary administrative burdens
at Member States level to allow planting and
logging activities.
• Avoiding lack of competitiveness due to
market distortions occurring from subsides to
other agricultural activities.
These policies would help increase the number
of poplar plantations which, in turn, will help
Europe to achieve the 2050 target of a Clean
Planet.
The poplar chain has an essential part to play
not only by helping to provide solutions to
substitute non-renewable products; but also, by
raising awareness on the benefits for society
and the planet of increasing managed forests
and plantations as a source of income for
local economies and as green filters with CO2
storage capacity.
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