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OUTLINE

• Why modifying poplar wood ?

• changing unfavorable features

• using more local wood with higher added value

• Intended products and main parameters

• structural (load bearing)

• structural – cladding

• structural – window joinery

• Results and discussion

• Main  conclusions
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Material and history



²

Engineered Wood Products based on poplar/willow wood

Paradores, Leon, Spain, 8-10 September 2016

Exterior joinery
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Window joinery
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Window joinery
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Window joinery
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Cladding
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Cladding
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Cladding
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Cladding
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Other applications
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CONCLUSIONS

• Thermal modified poplar displays high potential.

• Strength grading points out that for a specific process (contact plate for 

heat transfer) the wood (as a whole) drops one strength grading class 

(Durability class III) or two strength classes (durability class II).

• As such load-bearing applications possible for small structures for 

outdoor use (e.g. carports)

• Window joinery possible

• Limitations on dimensions (glazing)

• Fixating joinery to wall elements with alternative systems

• Cladding is good application when a ‘grading’ process is put in place 

after the modification process

• First Belgian company doing final tests for bringing on the market a 

certified  (CE and PEFC) poplar cladding.
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